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News From Martin & Amy 

 
This past weekend we celebrated Mothers’ 
Day.  A day we remember Mum.   None of us 
would be here without her and all the wonderful 
things she brings in shaping our lives.  In 
asking a child, "Why did God create Mums?"  
She replied, “Mostly to keep the house clean."  
Another child replied, "To feed us when we 
come into the world."  The truth is Mums are so 
much more than someone who carries out 
duties, and its hard for me to understand what 
it would be like not to have a Mum.  Give some 
thought to those at Shepherd’s Arms Home 
who don't have their birth Mum anymore due to 
sad or tragic circumstances.  What a huge loss 
this must be.  At Shepherd’s Arms Home Mercy 
(our House Mum) has committed her life to 
being a mum to all that are there, unselfishly 
sharing her time and love, making each child 
feel as it were her own.  What an inspiration 
you are to so many Mercy.  Happy Mothers’ 
Day to all you special Mums. 
God bless you all . 
                                                                           
Martin 

  
Sponsorship 
New sponsors are one of our greatest needs 
Please consider sponsoring a child if you have 
not already or maybe there is someone you 
know who would help in this way.  Sponsorship 
of a child is $40 per month. 
email Jin and Fern Phoon at 
info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this is 
something you can become involved in 
 
Prayer Needs 
� Children’s needs in school 

� Good Health 

� New colored printer  

� Christian Social worker  

 
Cris and Marcy Share 
1. Summer Break 
It’s summer time again! We are experiencing 
the hot season, but it’s more fun for it is two 
months vacation. The children are very happy 
because they have a break from going to 
school every day and have enjoyable times to 
play. We make time to go to the beach, for it is 
within easy walking distance.  We enjoy picking 
up seashells and swimming.  Starting May1, we 
began our Summer class at Shepherd’s Arms. 
We worked on reviewing vocabulary in order to 
enhance the children’s ability with it. 
Our Summer class teachers included Mercy 
who taught English. Her assistant is Irish -  
Jane Bernasor. She dreams of being a teacher 
some day. She is very excited and energetic 
about her job. She teaches Science. Febe 
Aninon teaches Maths, and Marichu Acapulco 
teaches Bible Values including special verses. 
These activities have been a great help to the 
children, refreshing their minds and adding to 
their knowledge, especially for the slower 
learners. We divide the day into two sessions, 
morning for the elementary pupils and 
afternoon for the high school students. The 
subjects we review are Maths, Science, English 
and Bible Values.  

  
   
2. A Visitor 
Last April 21 we had a visitor come from USA, 
He was Mark Lee. He’s one of the sponsors 
who help to promote Shepherd’s Arms in the 
USA, through attending meetings of different 
charities in order to raise funds for our projects 
which include the rice fields, poultry and 
piggery. During his visit he brought t-shirts and 
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gave one to each of us. We were all very happy 
to receive them. We celebrated together also, 
for he gave us money to buy chicken, ice 
cream and drinks. 
            

   
 

  
                                           
3. The Kitchen 
In the last week of April our kitchen fireplace 
collapsed.  It was used for many years.  We 
have now rebuilt it.  Pastor Cris together with 
the workers and some of the children did the 
work.  The two photos below show what it 
looked like before, (made of slabs and 
plywood) and now where we have used 
cement, hollow blocks and steel bars. It’s now 
strong and durable. 

   
            Before                           After  
                                                                 
4. Our Baby Boy 
Shianne or ‘Budoy’ scattered all the stuffed 
toys and lay down in the last part of a shelf 
divider to get our attention. We are so happy to 
have our baby at Shepherd’s Arms. He is now 
1 year 7 months old. He was only 9 months old 
when his mother decided to let him live here. 

 
 
5. Moving On 
Over this summer, two children have left 
Shepherd’s Arms. One child had graduated 
from high school. Her parents have decided to 
take her back because her grandfather will 
sponsor her to go to college. The other one has 
just graduated from elementary school and his 
parents have taken him home because his 
mother now has a stable job as an assistant 
pre-school teacher.  With the coordination of 
(DSWD) Department of Social Work and 
Development these children were able to go 
home. 

6. Opening of Our New School Year 
June 4 is the opening day of classes for our 
new school year. With this day approaching we 
are facing the need to buy school supplies, 
school shoes and some school uniforms for 
children starting high school and college this 
year. We are planning to move some of the 
children to a high school nearer us.  Although 
this means an additional expense for the new 
uniform we only have to meet it once. We can 
also save on buying gasoline because the 
school will be much closer to us.  Instead of 
buying gasoline the savings we make will go to 
our food budget because the children are 
getting bigger and eating more. 
 

Supporting & Raising Funds For 
Shepherd’s Arms 
To my esteemed colleagues and friends,  
 
I will be celebrating my birthday on the 19th of 
May and I thought it would be a good idea to 
use this occasion to raise funds for the 
orphanage in the Philippines that Dale and I 
are actively supporting, the Shepherd’s Arms 
Children's Home (www.shepherdsarms.org.nz).  
 
We will be preparing a variety of popular 
Filipino dishes (with vegetarian options) and we 
would like you to join us over good food, live 
music and great company. All you have to do is 
to show up with an empty stomach and $30 
minimum donation to the orphanage. The 
dinner is FREE!  
 
Supporting this cause can truly make a huge 
impact to the lives of these little kids. 
 
Below are the details of the event: 
 
Date: 19th of May 2012, Saturday 
Time: 6:30pm onwards 
Venue: Beyond Q Bookstore Café  
            Curtin Shops, 44 Curtin Place Canberra 
ACT 2605 
            (www.beyondq.com.au) 
 
Please let me know as soon as you can if you 
can make it. 
 
Regards  Rizsa 
 
Rizsa and Dale are 2 of our amazing 
supporters based in Canberra.  I love what 
Rizsa shared with me “Please pray for this 
fundraising dinner that I am going to hold on 
my birthday. So far, there the responses are 
positive. Now, I have to start planning on how 
am I going to cook for 30 people – most of 
them are professors, doctors and scientists!  
and you know very well that I don’t usually 
cook!!  But I guess God knows my heart’s 
desire to help the children and I expect some 
miracles from HIM. 
 
You’ll be hearing more about this readers. 

 


